
US Political Behavior and Policy 
PSCI 2315.002 (Honors) 

Spring 2019 
 
 
Professor: Matthew Eshbaugh-Soha   Office:  125B Wooten Hall 
Phone: 565-2329     E-mail: mes@unt.edu 
Class: T/R 12:30p-1:50p, WH  315   Office Hours: MT 2:00p-3:30p  
  
 
Course Overview   
This course focuses on an introduction to political behavior and the policies of American and Texas 
governments.  We will examine policymaking within the American constitutional and federalist 
system, noting the important stages of policymaking.  We will pay particular attention to the 
behavior of parties, interest groups, and the media as they connect the public and their policy 
preferences to policymakers in both American and Texas governments.  We will also apply our 
understanding of American and Texas government to current events and other topics.    
 
Course Learning Objectives and Outcomes 
By the end of this course, students should be able to do each of the following: 

1) Evaluate the role of public opinion, interest groups, and political parties in American and 
Texas politics. 

2) Analyze national, state, and local election processes. 

3) Analyze issues and policies in US and Texas politics. 

4) Think critically and communicate effectively about the course topics. 

5) Describe how course topics affect being personally and socially responsible. 
 
 
Reading 
Required: Soomo Webtext (The Workbook)* 

Required: Ellis, Richard J., and Michael Nelson, eds. 2017. Debating Reform, 3rd edition. CQ Press. 
 
Course Assignments 

1. Class participation     10 % 
2. Workbook assignments    20 %  
3. In-class Debate     10 % 
4. Short paper     10 % 
5. Two exams      50 % (25% each exam) 
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Course Policies and Procedures 
Grading: Grading will follow a standard scale: 90% is an A, 80% is a B, 70% is a C, and 60% is a D. 
I do not change grades unless I make a computational error. Moreover, I do not reveal grades 
via e-mail or telephone and there are no opportunities for extra credit, except those mentioned 
herein or announced by me in class.  I will submit your final grades, for view at my.unt.edu, shortly 
after I grade final exams.   
 
Communications: If you have any questions about the class, please see me during my office hours 
or schedule an appointment to see me.  E-mail directly to the address listed on the syllabus.  As a 
reminder, I do not reveal grades or schedule makeup exams via e-mail.  If you need to discuss your 
grade or schedule a makeup exam, you must see me in person.  Finally, if you choose to e-mail me 
instead of speaking with me in person, it is your responsibility to check e-mail for my response. 
 
If you do poorly on any of the assignments or exams, I advise you to see me as soon as possible.  It 
is your responsibility to seek my help if you need it.  Pleading for a higher grade after you complete 
all assignments and exams will not avail you. 
 
Exams:  The first and second exams will test your understanding of assigned readings and lecture 
material.  Both exams will consist of a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. 
You must write answers in blue or black ink on the paper provided. As there is no comprehensive 
final exam, the second exam will test your understanding of all material after the first exam. 
 
Make up exams will only be given in light of a university excused absence or at the discretion of the 
professor.  Inform me of your absence before or within 48 hours after the examination date, either 
in person or by e-mail.  I will need specific, written documentation to verify the nature and 
legitimacy of your absence.  You must present this documentation to me, in person, during my 
office hours (or make an appointment).  At that time, I will determine whether you are eligible to 
take a makeup exam and we will schedule a time for the exam.  Except under unusual and equally 
verifiable circumstances, you must take the makeup exam before the next class period after the 
regularly scheduled exam.  You will have one hour to complete the makeup exam, which consists of 
answering one essay question.   
 
Debate and Paper:  Debate presentations will be graded on the basis of originality, clarity, and 
coherence in relating the debate topic to the course materials.  They will occur as noted on the 
syllabus.  There will be two sides to the debate—a pro and a con-side, mirroring the arguments 
presented in Debating Reform—with each side consisting of two or three students. Each side will have 
8 minutes to present its argument and 2 minutes for follow-up responses.  We will then allow 10-15 
minutes for questions from the audience.  Each student in a group will receive the same grade for 
the debate.  Each student will be asked to grade the other students in the group as a check on any 
free rider problems.   
 
The paper should be 4-pages long and identify a major component of the debate.  You may choose 
to support the other side (than what you argued), or defend the position you took in the debate.  
Include at least two peer-reviewed sources (not counting the Debating Reform book) in your paper and 
follow other guidelines noted at the end of the syllabus.  It is due on May 2.   
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Workbook Assignments: The workbook chapters and exercises are designed to supplement the 
lecture notes.  At times, we will discuss the material in class.  The workbook exercises are divided 
into four sections in each chapter.  With 6 chapters, there are a total of 24 possible sections to 
complete.  Although there are only suggested due dates (and thus no late penalties) for each of the 
assignments, I will not accept any revised or newly completed assignments after 11:59am on April 
30.  Moreover, all answers submitted after this final due date will automatically show up as zeros in 
the gradebook.  For your own benefit, you are wise to complete the assignments as we progress 
through the semester and by the due dates listed on the syllabus.   
 
To receive credit for your answers, you must save, submit, and post them.  To maximize learning, 
you have the option to “reset” your multiple choice answers in a workbook section.  Doing so will 
reset your grade to a zero until you complete the multiple choice questions again and your grade will 
be the most recent score, which may not necessarily be your highest effort.  The multiple choice 
answers will also shuffle to force you to re-read the question and answer choices carefully.   
 
* You may purchase an access code from the bookstore, or you may buy access to the workbook 
online through the workbook 2315 course link on Canvas.   
 
Class Participation: An important component to this class is being able to discuss intelligently 
matters pertinent to the presidency and American politics.  Therefore, we will incorporate a 
discussion of current events into most classes.  I encourage you to read a quality newspaper, e.g., The 
New York Times, Wall Street Journal, or Washington Post or their web counterparts on a regular basis. 
You may also learn from radio news sources, such as National Public Radio, and television news, e.g., 
The News Hour.  I will also ask questions periodically throughout each class session.  Keep in mind 
that class participation may be the difference between an A and a B. 
 
Attendance: Attendance is expected, but not required for this class.  Keep in mind that you must 
attend class to participate in class, just as you are responsible for all materials covered in class.   
 
Dropping Courses: Please link http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide for 
information concerning drops, withdraws, and other administrative information. 
 
Course Evaluations: You will have an opportunity to evaluate this class at the end of the semester.  
This is an in-class evaluation required by the political science department.  Consistent with unofficial 
University policy, if over 60 percent of the class completes the SPOT, each student will receive one 
percentage point of extra credit.   

Americans with Disabilities Act Statement: The University of North Texas makes reasonable 
academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation 
must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability 
is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to 
faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation 
should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note 
that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must 
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly 
encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 

http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide
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designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the 
Office of Disability Access website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact ODA by 
phone at (940) 565-4323. 
 
Academic Misconduct: Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for 
Academic Integrity.  Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with 
the University Policy and procedures.  Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written 
admonition to a grade of “F” in the course.  Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving 
major violations.  For policy and procedures: http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity . 
 
For more information on what constitutes plagiarism, please visit: http://abacus.bates.edu/cbb/  
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures:  UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify 
you with critical information in an event of emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and 
health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The system sends voice 
messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active faculty staff, and students. 
Please make certain to update your phone numbers at my.unt.edu. Some helpful emergency 
preparedness actions include: 1) ensuring you know the evacuation routes and severe weather shelter 
areas, determining how you will contact family and friends if phones are temporarily unavailable, and 
identifying where you will go if you need to evacuate the Denton area suddenly.  In the event of a 
university closure, your instructor will communicate with you through Canvas regarding 
assignments, exams, field trips, and other items that may be impacted by the closure.   
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to 
conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be 
tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be 
directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student 
Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student 
Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, 
including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of 
Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr .  In short, please be considerate of others.   
 
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault: The University has procedures in place that aim 
to be aware of the needs of those who make an institutional report of sexual assault, domestic 
violence, dating violence, and stalking. Procedures include informing individuals about their right to 
file criminal charges as well as the availability of counseling, health, mental health, victim advocacy, 
legal assistance, visa and immigration assistance and other services on and/or off campus, as well as 
additional remedies to prevent contact between a complainant and a respondent, such as housing, 
academic, transportation and working accommodations, if reasonably available. The University will 
make such accommodations, if the victim requests them and if they are reasonably available, 
regardless of whether the complainant chooses to report the crime to the UNTPD or local law 
enforcement. 
 
Anyone can report prohibited conduct by notifying the Dean of Students Office (940.565.2648), the 
Title IX Coordinator (940.565.2759) or the UNT Police Department (940.565.3000).  The online 
reporting form is found at http://report.unt.edu. 
 

http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
http://abacus.bates.edu/cbb/
http://www.my.unt.edu/
http://www.unt.edu/csrr
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-sexual-misconduct
https://edo.unt.edu/title-ix
https://edo.unt.edu/title-ix
http://www.unt.edu/police/start-report.html
http://report.unt.edu/
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Course Materials and Copyright Statement:  The handouts, which include all materials generated 
for this class, are copyrighted.  Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the 
handouts, unless I expressly grant permission. 
 
Course Schedule 
January 15   Course Introduction 

PUBLIC POLICY: FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 

January 17   Introduction to American Government 
    Read:  
 
January 22-24   Domestic Policy  
    Read: Workbook, Chapter 1 

January 24: Chapter 1 Exercises Due 
 
January 29-31   Foreign Policy 
   January 31: Debate 1, Ellis and Nelson Chapter 21 
 

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION: PUBLIC, MEDIA, AND INTEREST GROUPS 

February 5-12   Public Opinion 
    Read: Workbook, Chapter 2 
   February 7: Debate 2, Ellis and Nelson Chapter 6 

February 12: Chapter 2 Exercises Due 
February 14 

February 14-21   Interest Groups  
    Read: Workbook, Chapter 3 
   February 19: Chapter 3 Exercises Due 

February 21: Debate 3, Ellis and Nelson Chapter 11 
February 26-   Media 
 March 5  Read: Workbook, Chapter 4 
   March 5: Chapter 4 Exercises Due 

March 7    EXAM 1, IN CLASS 
 

MARCH 11-15: SPRING BREAK, NO CLASSES 
 
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION: PARTIES, NOMINATIONS, AND ELECTIONS 

March 19-26   Political Parties    
   Read: Workbook, Chapter 5 
  March 21: Debate 4, Ellis and Nelson Chapter 10 

   March 26: Chapter 5 Exercises Due 

March 28-   Political Nominations and Campaigns 
 April 16  Read: Workbook, Chapter 6 
   April 4: No Class, MPSA Conference 
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April 11: Debate 5, Ellis and Nelson Chapter 9 
    
April 18-30   Elections and Voting Behavior 
    Read: Workbook, Chapter 7 
   April 23: Chapter 6 Exercises Due 

April 25: Debate 6, Ellis and Nelson Chapter 16 
April 30: Final due date for all exercises  

 
May 2                     Review for Second Exam 
    Paper Due 
 
May 9   Exam 2, 10:30am 
 
Paper Guidelines 

1. The paper must be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font (in the ballpark of Times New 
Roman or Garamond), and with one-inch margins. 

 
2. All papers must include a title page.  A title page contains the following information: The 

title of the paper, your name, and the date. 
 

3. The title page, references, or endnotes do not count toward the paper’s page total. 
 

4. You must staple each paper in the upper left-hand corner, and number all pages except the 
title page.  No other binding, please.   

 
5. Use APSA citation style: http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPSA.html 

 
6. Turn in hardcopy in class on or before May 2.  

 
Assignments are due as assigned and are only accepted late with a 10 percent per calendar day 
penalty.  If I do not have your paper by the deadline, it is late. I do not accept e-mailed paper 
assignments.   

Paper Grading 
I will grade your book review on the following criteria: 
 

1. Adherence to “paper guidelines,” or paper’s overall presentation (25 points) 

2. Paper organization and writing: a well-organized and written paper is a good paper (25 
points) 

3. Research: Support one side of your debate with two additional peer-reviewed sources  
(50 points) 

 
An A paper, for example, will follow the paper guidelines almost perfectly; will be well-organized 
and well-written with a clear introduction (tell me what you are going to discuss) and thesis (your 
research question or topic), body (tell me), and conclusion (tell me again). 

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPSA.html
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